
 

 

Religious Studies GCSE  

GCSE Religious Studies is taken by all students and combines the study of two religions in detail alongside 
other world religions. You will also explore Philosophical, Ethical and Moral issues. Within this course you 
will have the opportunity to reflect upon your own thoughts and values and have an awareness of living in 
a pluralistic society and a global community  as well as considering the beliefs of others. Alongside this you 
will continue to study key Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship themes, reflecting on 
their importance and application in life. 

AQA Religious Studies A 9-1:  
Christianity and Islam (8062) 

11 

Contact: Mrs H Feehily, Curriculum Team Leader for RS 

Aims of the course  
· To develop knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious belief. 
· To develop an understanding of the influence of religion on individuals, communities and society. 
· To explore different views on important moral issues. 

· To draw out comparisons between your own and other peoples’ viewpoints. 
 
Course content              Beliefs, Teachings & Practices 

 

 

 

 

· Nature of God 
· The Trinity 
· The Creation 
· The problem of evil  
· Jesus and salvation 
· Beliefs about the afterlife 

· Core beliefs  
· Prophets 
· Sources of wisdom 
· Angels 
· Eschatological beliefs  

 · Human sexuality and rela onships 
· Marriage, divorce and remarriage 
· Nature and purpose of marriage 
· Contracep on and family planning 
· Religious a tudes to gender equality  

 

Beliefs, Teachings and 
Practices - Christianity 

Beliefs, Teachings 
and Practices - Islam 

Relationships 
and Families  Religion,  

Peace and  
Conflict  

·  Reasons for Crime 
· Attitudes to lawbreakers  
· Aims of punishment and 

forgiveness 
· The death penalty 

Crime and  
Punishment 

Religion and life 

                                         Thematic Studies 

 
· Worship 
· Prayer 
· Sacraments 
· Pilgrimage 
· Role of the church in the community                                    

and the world 

 
· Worship (public and private) 
· Five Pillars 
· Jihad 
· Festivals 

 
· Violence, war, pacifism, and terrorism 
· Peace and peace making 
· 21st Century conflict and peace 
· Justice, forgiveness and reconciliation 
· Religious responses to victims of war 

 · Origins of the universe 
·The use and abuse of animals and the  
  environment 
· Abortion and euthanasia 
·Death and the afterlife 

Examination: There is 1 written exam lasting 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of the course) Assessment 
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